The anticomplementary activity of the rabbit lens.
We wished to determine if inhibitors of the complement system are present in the normal rabbit lens. Soluble less extract in various dilutions was incubated with normal human serum (as source of complement). The residual hemolytic activity was measured using sheep erythrocytes sensitized with antisheep rabbit hemolysin. The lens extract was found to contain two heat stable anticomplementary factors of different molecular weights capable of cleaving C2 and C4. Gel filtration showed that one of these factors was located in the alpha-crystalline region. It is suggested that the anticomplementary factors in the lens may be related to a natural mechanism for the modulation of complement mediated lens injury.